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This research aims to: (1) investigate the conditions which should be met 
in order that WMG can be implemented effectively in improving students’ 
vocabulary mastery and (2) identify to what extent WMG can improve students’ 
vocabulary mastery and give positive classroom situation in class VII C of SMP 
Negeri 3 Sidoharjo in academic year 2016/2017. 
This research is a Classroom Action Research (CAR). It was carried out at 
SMP Negeri 3 Sidoharjo in class VII C in academic year 2016/2017. It was 
conducted in two cycles, from April 10
th
 2017 until May 15
th
 2017. Each cycle 
consisted of: planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. The data of research were 
collected through observation, interview, questionnaire, and test. 
The result of this research shows that: (1) there are some conditions which 
should be met in order to implement WMG effectively in improving students’ 
vocabulary mastery in class VII C of SMP Negeri 3 Sidoharjo: (a) the game rules 
and procedure should be explained clearly, (b) there should be a reward for the 
game winner, (c) students should be given a pre-activity game which covers 
aspects of vocabulary, (d) in playing this game, students work in group, so the 
group members should be heterogeneous, and (e) the time allocation for the game 
should be understood; (2) by implementing WMG under the conditions, the 
students’ vocabulary mastery got improved. The students’ mean score in the pre-
test was 43.65, and then it improved to 57.04 in the post-test 1 and 72.35 in the 
post-test 2. It also gave positive classroom situation. It could be seen from the fact 
that: (a) students were motivated in English learning, (b) students paid full 
attention to teacher’s lecture and instruction, and (c) students focused on the 
lesson and participated actively in teaching learning process. 
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Classroom Action Research at the First Grade of SMP Negeri 3 Sidoharjo in 
Academic Year 2016/2017). Skripsi, Surakarta: Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu 
Pendidikan, Universitas Sebelas Maret, 2017. 
 Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk: (1) meniliti kondisi-kondisi yang harus 
dipenuhi untuk dapat mengimplementasikan WMG secara efektif dalam 
meningkatkan penguasaan kosakata siswa dan (2) mengidentifikasi sejauh mana 
WMG dapat meningkatkan penguasaan kosakata siswa dan memberikan situasi 
kelas yang positif di kelas VII C di SMP Negeri 3 Sidoharjo pada tahun pelajaran 
2016/2017.  
 Penelitian ini adalah Penelitian Tindakan Kelas (PTK). Penelitian ini 
dilakukan di SMP Negeri 3 Sidoharjo di kelas VII C pada tahun pelajaran 
2016/2017. Penelitian ini dilaksanakan dalam 2 siklus, dari tanggal 10 April 2017 
sampai 15 Mei 2017. Masing-masing siklus terdiri dari: perencanaan, tindakan, 
observasi, dan refleksi. Data penelitian dikumpulkan melalui observasi, 
wawancara, kuesioner, dan tes. 
 Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa: (1) ada beberapa kondisi yang 
harus dipenuhi untuk mengimplementasikan WMG secara efektif di kelas VII C 
di SMP Negeri 3 Sidoharjo: (a) peraturan dan prosedur permainan harus 
dijelaskan secara jelas, (b) harus adanya penghargaan bagi pemenang permainan, 
(c) siswa harus diberikan aktivitas sebelum permainan yang berkaitan dengan 
aspek-aspek kosakata, (d) dalam permainan ini, siswa bekerja dalam kelompok, 
sehingga anggota kelompok harus bervariasi, (e) alokasi waktu untuk permainan 
harus diperhatikan; (2) dengan mengimplementasikan WMG pada kondisi 
tersebut, penguasaan kosakata siswa meningkat. Nilai rata-rata siswa saat pre-test 
adalah 43.65, dan meningkat menjadi 57.04 pada post-test 1 dan 72.35 pada post-
test 2. Implementasi WMG juga memberikan situasi kelas yang positif. Hal itu 
dalam dilihat dari fakta bahwa: (a) siswa termotivasi dalam pembelajaran bahasa 
Inggris, (b) siswa memperhatikan penjelasan dan intruksi guru, dan (c) siswa 
fokus pada pelajaran dan berpartisipasi aktif dalam proses belajar mengajar. 
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(QS. Al-Ra’d, ayat 11) 
Kerjakan apa yang kamu do’akan 






















This thesis is  
especially dedicated to my beloved 
mom and dad, my best support-system in my life, who never 
stop loving and supporting me through their prayers, 
who always encourage me to go on every 
adventure along my life, thank 



















Alhamdulillahirobil’alamin. All praises be to Allah SWT, the Merciful 
Lord, for His blessing, helping, guiding, and giving everything during writing and 
finishing this thesis. She would like to acknowledge her deepest gratitude and 
appreciation to the following: 
1. Prof. Dr. Joko Nurkamto, M.Pd., the Dean of Teacher Training and Education 
Faculty of Sebelas Maret University, for this approval to write this thesis. 
2. Teguh Sarosa, SS., M. Hum, the Head of English Education Department of 
Teacher Training and Education Faculty of Sebelas Maret University, for the 
permission and approval to write this thesis. 
3. Drs. Gunarso Susilohadi, M. Ed. TESOL and Hefy Sulistyawati, S.S., M.Pd, 
her first and second consultant, for all guidance, suggestions, and patience in 
guiding the writer during writing and finishing this thesis. 
4. All the lecturers of English Education Department of Teacher Training and 
Education Faculty of Sebelas Maret University, for all knowledge shared. 
5. Drs. Nimanto, M.Pd, the Headmaster of SMP N 3 Sidoharjo, for his 
permission to conduct a research at the school. 
6. Atik Handayani, S.Pd., the English teacher of class VII C, for her help and 
kindness during the research. 
7. All the students in class VII C, for the cooperation during the research. 
8. Her beloved parents, Bapak Mino and Ibu Sukiyem, for their greatest love, 
support, patience, and prayer. 
9. Her beloved little brother, Pandu Surya Wibawa, who always cheers her up. 
10. Her special friend, Anton Rohadi, for his prayer, support, and encouragement. 
11. Her dearest friends “frenemy”, Maknabara Amoriyani Sukmana, Bibit 
Purnomowati, Rima Santika, Choirunnisa, Oki Lutfiani Maesaroh, Dinda 
Permata, who always support, help, and cheers me up. Thank you for being 
her second family.  




13. The members of ESA for the experience in organization. 
Hopefully, this thesis will be useful for the readers. Any criticism and 
advices are highly appreciated for the better research in the future. 
 
 























TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
PRONOUNCEMENT ......................................................................................  i 
TITLE ...............................................................................................................  ii  
APPROVAL OF CONSULTANTS .................................................................  iii 
APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS ........................................  iv 
ABSTRACT .....................................................................................................  v 
ABSTRAK  ......................................................................................................  vi  
MOTTO  ..........................................................................................................  vii 
DEDICATION  ................................................................................................  viii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ...............................................................................  ix 
TABLE OF CONTENTS .................................................................................  xi  
LIST OF TABLES  ..........................................................................................  xiii 
LIST OF FIGURES  ........................................................................................  xiv 
LIST OF CHARTS  .........................................................................................  xv 
LIST OF APPENDICES ..................................................................................  xvi 
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION  
A. Background of the Study  .....................................................................  1 
B. Problem Statements  .............................................................................  4 
C. Objectives of the Study  .......................................................................  4 
D. Significance of the Study  ....................................................................  5 
CHAPTER II THEORETICAL REVIEW 
A. Review of Vocabulary  
1. The Nature of Vocabulary  .............................................................  6 
2. Vocabulary Mastery  ......................................................................  6 
3. Aspects of Vocabulary  ..................................................................  7 
4. Kinds of Vocabulary  .....................................................................  9 
5. Teaching Vocabulary  ....................................................................  10 
B. Review of Game 
1. The Nature of Game  ......................................................................  11 
2. Types of Game  ..............................................................................  12 
3. The Benefits of Using Game in Language Classroom  ..................  13 
xii 
 
4. What’s Missing Game  ...................................................................  14 
C. Review of Related Study  .....................................................................   16 
D. Rationale  .............................................................................................   17 
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
A. Context of Research  
1. Setting of the Research ..................................................................  20 
2. Time of the Research  ....................................................................  20 
3. Subject of the Research  .................................................................  21 
B. Method of the Research  
1. Definition of Action Research  ......................................................  21 
2. Principles of Classroom Action Research  .....................................  22 
3. Advantages of Action Research .....................................................  22 
4. Characteristics of Classroom Action Research  .............................  23 
5. The Model of Classroom Action Research  ...................................  23 
C. Techniques of Collecting Data .............................................................  25 
D. Techniques of Analyzing Data 
1. Qualitative Data Analysis  .............................................................  26 
2. Quantitative Data Analysis  ...........................................................  27 
CHAPTER IV RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Research Findings 
1. The Situation before the Research .................................................  29 
2. The Implementation of the Research .............................................  34 
B. Discussion ............................................................................................  63 
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION, AND SUGGESTION 
A. Conclusion ...........................................................................................  66 
B. Implication ...........................................................................................  67 
C. Suggestion ............................................................................................  68 
BIBLIOGRAPHY  ...........................................................................................  69 









LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table 2.1 Aspects of Vocabulary .....................................................................  9 
Table 3.1 Research Schedule ...........................................................................  20 
Table 4.1 Details of Students’ Mean Score of Aspects of Vocabulary ............  32 
Table 4.2 Students’ Vocabulary Mastery before the Research ........................  33 
Table 4.3 Classroom Situation before the Research ........................................  33 
Table 4.4 Research Process ..............................................................................  34 
Table 4.5 Improvement of Students’ Vocabulary Mastery ..............................  45 
Table 4.6 Mean Score of Pre-test and Post-test 1 ............................................  46 
Table 4.7 Improvement of Classroom situation ...............................................  47 
Table 4.8 Reflection and Plan for Cycle 2 .......................................................  49 
Table 4.9 Students’ Vocabulary Mastery after the Research ...........................  60 

















LIST OF FIGURES 




























LIST OF CHARTS 




























LIST OF APPENDICES 
Appendix 1. Permission Letter .........................................................................  72 
Appendix 2. List of Students’ Name ................................................................  76 
Appendix 3. Pre-research Observation and Analysis (Field Note) ..................  77 
Appendix 4. Pre-Research Questionnaire ........................................................  80 
Appendix 5. Sample of Pre-Research Questionnaire .......................................  82 
Appendix 6. Pre-Research Questionnaire Result .............................................  88 
Appendix 7. Teacher’s Pre-Research Interview Script ....................................  90 
Appendix 8. Students’ Pre-Research Interview Script .....................................  92 
Appendix 9. Pre-test .........................................................................................  95 
Appendix 10. Sample of Students’ Pre-test .....................................................  98 
Appendix 11. Pre-test Score .............................................................................    104 
Appendix 12. Lesson Plan of Cycle 1 ..............................................................    105 
Appendix 13. Post-test 1 ..................................................................................    122 
Appendix 14. Sample of Students’ Post-test 1 .................................................    125 
Appendix 15. Post-test 1 Score ........................................................................    134 
Appendix 16. Field Notes of Cycle 1 ...............................................................    135 
Appendix 17. Lesson Plan of Cycle 2 ..............................................................    140 
Appendix 18. Post-test 2 ..................................................................................    155 
Appendix 19. Sample of Students’ Post-test 2 .................................................    158 
Appendix 20. Post-test 2 score .........................................................................    167 
Appendix 21. Field Notes of Cycle 2 ...............................................................    168 
Appendix 22. Students’ After Research Interview Script  ...............................    173 
Appendix 23. Documentation ..........................................................................    176 
